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12th October 2018 Newsletter  

St Aidan’s Catholic 
Primary School 

Ofsted was obviously the big news this week but we have also had our Harvest Mass, a visit from CAFOD, a letter from 
Kensington Palace, and amazing fireworks celebration, a cross-country competition and even some time for lessons in 
between! Next week our Year 6 class are off to PGL on the Isle of Wight for the week. Have a lovely weekend! 

New Trim Trail 
As a result of the amazing fundraising efforts of the School 
Association, and the generosity of those who have signed 
up to the voluntary fund, we have been able to go ahead 
and order several new pieces of trim-trail equipment to 
replace ones that have reached the end of their lifespan. 
The ideas for the design came from our pupils, through 

the St Aidan’s Times (pupil newspaper) competition. We 
are expecting the new equipment to be installed in 

approx. six weeks.  

 
  

Fireworks 
On Friday 5th Oct the School Association held a hugely successful 

fireworks night at the school. We were blessed with lovely 
weather and there was an amazing turnout of over 400 people 
on the night. Ticket sales alone raised £1712.50 and there was 
also lots raised on the various refreshment and merchandise 
stalls. A really big thank you to the following people, without 

whom such a fun-filled and successful night would not have been 
possible.  

 
- CyCo Coffee Shop, Coulsdon (donated hot chocolate and 

coffee) 
- Papa John's, Coulsdon – donated 10 Large Pizzas 
- Fresco Catering (via Mrs Costa) - donated 8 aprons 

(which were designed and personalized by Miss Dewey) 
- Match funding of £1,000 facilitated by Mrs. Zoethout 
- All the families who came out on the night.  
- Mr Zak Zakrzewski, who put on such a great fireworks 

display, for a bargain basement price 
- All those that volunteered, the class reps and the School 

Association for great team work and putting on an 
incredible event. 

- Last but certainly not least, Miss Zarifa Dewey, who 
brought the whole thing together seamlessly 

 

Ofsted Thanks 
Thanks so much to all of the families who took the time to 

fill in a questionnaire online for the Ofsted visit. There 
were 112 responses, which is very close to one per family 

in the school. They commented very favorably on the 
levels of parental engagement. We are expecting to have a 

report back soon after half-term.  
 

http://www.bcca2018.com/super-sec.html


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Synagogue Visit 
As part of our RE work on other faiths, our Year 2,3 and 4 

children visited a local synagogue on Wednesday to find out 
more about the Jewish faith. The children really enjoyed 
finding out about the Torah, Shabbat and the synagogue 
itself. A really big thanks to Rabbi Boaz who hosted the 

children, Mrs. Hughes who organized the trip and to the 
parent helpers who came along on the day.  

 

 
 
 
 

Harvest Festival 
A number of activities were planned during the week to 
celebrate our harvest. Year 6 had a ‘refugee’ workshop 
led by Mrs Cook from CAFOD. We held a collection of 
food and toiletry items which will be donated to the 
floating shelter and we also went to mass on Friday 

morning to give thanks for God’s great harvest.  
 

 
 

School Association News 
A new SA newsletter is being created for distribution either 

for last day before half term or first week back. In that 
edition the School Association will confirm the total raised 

from the fireworks night. 
 

In other School Association news, a really big thank you to 
Mr Clive Fernandes who has designed a new logo for the 

School Association 

 

Letters from Kensington Palace 
Our Year 1 class wrote Good Luck cards to Harry & Megan 

last Summer when they were in Reception. We were 
incredibly excited to receive personalized thank you cards 

this week from Kensington Palace for each of the pupils 
who wrote a card, along with a personalized letter of 

gratitude from the chief of staff of the Duke and Duchess 
of Sussex.  

CAFOD Workshop 
On Wednesday Mrs. Cook from CAFOD facilitated a workshop 
for Year 6 pupils, where they were challenged to step into the 

shoes of a refugee family. Our Ofsted inspector was blown 
away (her words!) by the levels of empathy and maturity 

shown by the children, in addition to their excellent acting and 
improvisation skills. Thanks to Mrs Cook who did such a great 

job of engaging the children.  

Achievements 
Well done to Ewan & 
Grace in Year 5 & Year 3 
who completed 21 park 
runs which is equivalent 
to 1 whole marathon! 
Abigail in Year 4 - KuFu 
and Max in Year 1 – 
Karate Awards. Well 
done! 

 


